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Introduction 


What is a Contextual Vocabulary List? 


A contextual vocabulary list is comprised of texts with vocabulary 
words already memorized by a student. The selected texts are 
designed to reinforce basic vocabulary by studying those words 
“in context.” In this resource, we have identified and selected 195 
verses or verse fragments from the Hebrew Bible that contain all 642 
Hebrew words (excluding proper names) that appear 50 times or 
more in the Hebrew Bible. We have glossed those few words (only 
56!) that appear less than 50 times. Proper names appear in gray text 
for ease of identification. If a student has successfully memorized all 
Hebrew words that appear 50 times or more in the Hebrew Bible, he 
or she should be able to work through each of the texts that appear in 
this list without the use of a lexicon. 


Why Study Vocabulary in Context? 


It’s one thing to memorize a vocabulary word on a vocabulary card 
without any other context, something like {NJ (to give) or 2] (to 
strike). It’s another thing entirely to see that same word “in context” 
and make the connection between the inflected form and its lexical 
form, as in nn? (in order to give) or 771 (and he struck). Unless a 
student can identify inflected forms in context and connect them with 
their vocabulary memorization, they will struggle to read and enjoy 
Hebrew. Additionally, seeings words in context helps the student to 
understand the range of meaning Hebrew words can have. 


By encountering Hebrew vocabulary in context, students will 
strengthen their memorization of a word’s meaning and improve the 
time it takes to recall that meaning. Additionally, studying Hebrew 
vocabulary in context allows for students to make connections 
between words that will facilitate memorization. For example, in Gen 
12:6 there is a list of animals (sheep, cattle, male and female donkeys, 
and camels). By studying the names of these animals together in 
context, students are better able to store and recall this information. 


To read Hebrew well takes practice, lots and lots of practice. Each 
year, students ask what they should do to improve their Hebrew 
skills. The answer is always the same. Read more Hebrew! Reading 
Hebrew is what makes you better at reading Hebrew. We recognize, 
however, that unguided immersion into the Hebrew Bible is a 
daunting task, especially for the beginner. This is why we have 
created a contextual vocabulary list. Students will be encouraged by 
working with a list that has been designed to improve their skill in 
reading, one of the great joys of studying a classical language like 
Hebrew. 


How Do You Use a Contextual Vocabulary List? 


You read it! A contextual vocabulary list is designed for intermediate 
Hebrew studies, after a student has mastered the basics of Hebrew 
grammar and memorized all Hebrew words that appear 50 times or 
more in the Hebrew Bible. The contextual vocabulary list that we have 
created appears two times in this resource. Each list is identically 
numbered (1-195) in order to facilitate study. 


In the first list, each text appears with a wooden English translation 
and space to take notes on the Hebrew text. This first list can be used 
like a workbook. Students can gloss words, comment on difficult 
morphology, or identify important syntactical constructions by using 
Biblical Hebrew: A Compact Guide, 2nd edition (Zondervan, 2019). 


The second list appears without English translations and less space 
for note-taking. This second list is designed to test a student’s ability 
to sight-read the Hebrew text without recourse to a grammar, lexicon, 
or English translation. The ultimate purpose and design of this 
resource is to facilitate a student’s ability to sight-read all 195 texts 
that appear in the contextual vocabulary list. 


In a classroom context, this list can be used to create vocabulary 
quizzes that depart from the traditional presentation of a simple 
lexical form requiring a generic translation from the student. Because 
the lists are numbered, instructors can assign texts and quiz from 
appropriate blocks of material that suit the particular needs of various 
classroom contexts and environments. 


This resource is also well-suited for self study. Students studying on 
their own should select small blocks of texts from List 1, perhaps ten 
or fifteen texts at a time. After having studied those texts in the first 
list, students can check their ability to sight-read by using the second 
list that appears without translations. Once a group of texts has been 
mastered, students can progress through the remaining texts in the 
same manner, always keeping in mind the vital importance of 


reviewing previous material. 


By way of encouragement, it is motivating to understand that once a 
student can identify in context all 642 Hebrew words that appear 50 
times or more in the Hebrew Bible, he or she will have access to 
approximately 90 percent of the Old Testament in the original 
language.’ Knowing this modest block of vocabulary well should 
yield significant returns on a student’s investment. 


The Lexicon 


The lexicon located in the back of this book contains all 642 Hebrew 
words (excluding proper names) that occur 50 or more times in the 
Hebrew Bible. Its contents are derived from The Vocabulary Guide to 
Biblical Hebrew and Aramaic, 2nd edition (Zondervan, 2019). The 
numbers that appear in the left-hand column of this lexicon 
correspond to the numbers in the frequency list of the Vocabulary 
Guide and to those numbers that idenfity each of the vocabulary cards 
from Old Testament Hebrew Vocabulary Cards, 2nd edition (Zondervan, 
2019). 





1. According to the Accordance database, there are 384,059 Hebrew 
words in the Hebrew Bible (excluding proper names, pronominal 
suffixes, and Aramaic). The 642 Hebrew words studied in this 
contextual vocabulary list, comprise 348,503 total occurrences, or 89.7% 
of the Hebrew words in the Hebrew Bible. 


x1 


List 1 


Hebrew Texts 
with 
Translations 


List 1: Hebrew Texts with Translations 


[PINT DN) DWT NY ODN (created) NTA MWNIA 


In a (the) beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 


Genesis 1:1 





212 812 TWH? OF TN? ON NIN 
STON OP APAVAN Awl 


And God called (to) the light “day” and (to) the darkness he called 
“night” and it was evening and it was morning, 
day one (the first day). 


Genesis 1:5 





be fruitful) 7B ODN DAD WANT OTN On TIN 
PINT Ny N91 1271 
And God blessed them and God said to them, 


“Be fruitful and increase and fill the earth.” 


Genesis 1:28a 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


List 1: Hebrew Texts with Translations 


Tk siv-Aam Avy Iw any ody NT 


And God saw all that he had made and, 
behold, [it was] very good. 


Genesis 1:31a 





nvy Wes inDNIA yaw Dia OTN DI 
yaw Dra naw" 
And God finished on the seventh day his work which 


he had done. And he rested on the seventh day. 


Genesis 2:2a 





1AM JINN ND pq aiv nya py 
Smnn nin 17a T7Dx oir *D 


And from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat from it. For on the day that 
you eat from it, you will certainly die. 


Genesis 2:17 


(4) 


(5) 


(6) 


4 List 1: Hebrew Texts with Translations 


DR TWA PED TATA TD OFAN 71777 the formed) WY" 7 
wx Do. DNA nig OTRAS Ra AWA Aip-a 


Haw xin TN Wal OTNA DRIP? 


And Yahweh God formed from the ground every living creature of the 
field and every bird of heaven. And he brought [them] to the man to 
see what he would call it [them]. And whatever the man 

called [each] living creature, that was its name. 


Genesis 2:19 





“Wan WI AYYA DYY OVIT NNT OTNT TAN) 


CONT AND WA D NWR NIP? nNTD 


And the man said,”This is now, bone from (of) my bones and flesh 
from my flesh. She (this one) will be called ‘woman’ because 
she (this one) was taken from man.” 


Genesis 2:23 





IAWNA PIT) TAR] VANAN WRAY 12-OY 9) 


THY WI? rm 


Therefore, a man will leave his father and his mother 
and he will cleave to (be united with) his wife 
and they will become one flesh. 


Genesis 2:24 


List 1: Hebrew Texts with Translations 
ATS TO 28 DPYE POS 7 ip vy 7 7]N" 
And he (Yahweh) said, “What have you done? The voice of the 


blood of your brother is crying out to me from the ground.” 


Genesis 4:10 





TT PPR TD NYA 


And Noah found favor in the eyes of Yahweh. 
Genesis 6:8 





SORT PINT RAM ONT 9? PST NWN 


And the earth was ruined (had become corrupt) before God. 
And the earth was filled with violence. 


Genesis 6:11 





PIND WWW WN? of oy nyIWa wy wT 


And in the second month, on the twenty seventh 
day of the month, the earth had dried up. 


Genesis 8:14 


(10) 


(11) 


(12) 


(13) 


List 2 


Hebrew Texts 
without 
Translations 


64 


List 2: Hebrew Texts without Translations 


[PINT DN) DWT NY DDR (created) NTA MWNIA 


Genesis 1:1 


TD Sap TWH oF TR? ODN NIP" 
TAN OP APAPA DY MT 


Genesis 1:5 


be fruitful) 7B ODN DAD WANT OTN On TIN 
PINT ny x91 1271 


Genesis 1:28a 


TR TiVTAAT Avy WrOa-ney ODN NV 


Genesis 1:31a 


nvy Ws inDNXIA yaw ora ON DI 
waw7 Dra naw 


Genesis 2:2a 


13 JINN ND pq aiv nya py 
SmAR nin 17a 77Dx diva *D 


Genesis 2:17 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


(6) 


List 2: Hebrew Texts without Translations 


DR) TWA NNT TATRA OTN 717? the formed) TY") 
We DOL TRIP NNT? OTST ON RIN DWT Aya 
aw NIN TN Wal OTNA NIP? 


Genesis 2:19 


"WIA WH "ALY OLY OVA NNT OTN TDN" 
CONT AND WNA TD NWR NIP? NNT? 


Genesis 2:23 


ION PIT) ALN] PINTS Wexmary 129y 
‘THY WI? PMN 


Genesis 2:24 


ATS TO 28 DPYE POS 7 ip Ivy 7 77]N" 


Genesis 4:10 


TT PPR TD NYA 
Genesis 6:8 


SOT PINT RAM ONT 8? PRT NWN 


Genesis 6:11 


65 


(7) 


(8) 


(9) 


(10) 


(11) 


(12) 


Hebrew-English Lexicon 


This lexicon contains all 642 Hebrew words (excluding 
proper names) that occur 50 or more times in the Hebrew 
Bible. Its contents are derived from The Vocabulary Guide to 
Biblical Hebrew and Aramaic, 2nd edition (Zondervan, 2019). 
The numbers that appear in the left-hand column of this 
lexicon correspond to the numbers in the frequency list of 
the Vocabulary Guide and to those numbers that idenfity each 
of the vocabulary cards from Old Testament Hebrew 
Vocabulary Cards, 2nd edition (Zondervan, 2019). 


98 


34 
237 


606 
549 
171 
62 

91 

202 
582 
206 


139 
147 
552 
436 
447 
332 
448 
288 
233 
76 

45 

335 
534 
518 
256 


Hebrew-English Lexicon 


& 


father, ancestor; (ms cstr) "8; (mp) niax (1,210) 
(Q) to perish, vanish, be(come) lost, go astray; (Pi) cause to 
perish, destroy; (Hi) exterminate (185) 


(Q) to be willing, consent, yield to, want something (54) 
(adj) poor, needy (61) 

(fs) stone; (fp) D°JAN (276) 

lord, master; (of God 439x) ITN Lord (774) 

man, mankind, humankind (546) 

ground, land, earth (222) 

base, pedestal (57) 


(Q) to love (of human and divine love); 
(Pi ptc) lover (217) 


tent (348) 

(conj) or (321) 

porch; also spelled Dy (61) 

iniquity, wickedness, evildoer (81) 
treasure, treasury, storehouse (79) 

(cs) light, daylight, sunshine (120) 

(cs) sign, mark, pledge; (cp) NINX (79) 
then, since, before (141) 

(fs) ear; (fd cstr) "JT& (188) 

brother; (ms cstr) "T1&; (mp) OTIS (629) 
one; (fs) NMS (976) 

sister, relative, loved one (119) 

(Q) to seize, grasp, take hold (of), hold fast (63) 
property, possession (66) 

(adj) other, another; (fs) MAN (166) 
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